[Importance of transmission electron microscopy in the diagnosis of a Venezuelan equine encephalitis outbreak in 1995 in the Venezuelan Guajira].
Transmission electron microscopy of the brain in 25 newborn mice was performed. Mice were intracerebrally inoculated with cultured VERO cells infected with VEE to be used as positive control, with samples of serum of cerebrospinal fluid from patients with clinical symptoms and signs of encephalitis, with serum from healthy patients or with serum from sick equines. Borate bovine albumin serum was also inoculated in some mice to be used as negative control. All samples were obtained during the epizootic and epidemic outbreak in the Venezuelan Guajira area, northern of Zulia State during October 1995. The ultrastructural study was blindly performed, however the presence of Togavirus particles were detected in 100% of the virologically positive cases. The usefulness, accuracy and speed of the employed methodology is stressed.